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VOCABULARY!

Convert

Persuade someone to follow a
religion.

Danegeld

Money paid to Vikings by the Anglo-
Saxons to stop them invading and
raiding England (the word means
‘Danish payment’)

Danelaw

The part of England which King
Alfred agreed belonged to the
Vikings.

Enslave

Make someone a slave (someone
who is owned by another person and
has to do as they’re told)
Monastery

Building where monks live and
worship their god.

Pagan

A term that Christian churches gave
to religions with more than one god.
peace treaty

Agreement to stop fighting, which
also tries to fix the cause of the
conflict.

Plunder

Take things by force.

Raid

Attack by surprise, with the aim of
stealing things.

Vikings

People from Scandinavia (Norway,
Sweden and Denmark); they were
also called ‘Norsemen’ (men of the
North) or ‘Danes’ (people from
Denmark)

Key facts, places and dates

Timeline of events

Angles and Saxons begin to
settle in Britain

Viking attack on Lindisfarne

Great Heathen Army invades

Battle of Edington - King Alfred
defeats Guthrum; Guthrum is
then baptised

Athelstan unites the English
kingdoms

The English lose a great battle
against the Vikings: the Battle of
Maldon

King Sweyn Forkbeard invades
and becomes King of England

Canute becomes King of England

battles and raiding - it was

Viking culture glorified
how people got respect.

Reasons for
raiding and
invading

England had better
farmland and a warmer
climate than Scandinavia.

went raiding because only the

Younger sons in Viking families
eldest son got any land.
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4 | Guthrum Viking King of East
Anglia at the time of the
treaty with Alfred, and
a leader of the Great
Heathen Army; later called
Aethelstan
Athelstan First king to unite (bring
Norse gods together) all of the English
kingdoms, in 927
Odin Chief 9°d King Introduced Danegeld (an
N N Aethelred II official agreement with the
F”gg Chief goddess (the Unready) | Vikings)
Freya Goddess of love, King Canute |[King of England. Denmark
fertility, battle and and Norway; he ruled
death England from 1016 to 1035
Thor God of thunder
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