
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key facts, places and dates 
 

 

YEAR 4 History- The Vikings 

VOCABULARY!  
Convert 
Persuade someone to follow a 
religion. 
Danegeld 
Money paid to Vikings by the Anglo-
Saxons to stop them invading and 
raiding England (the word means 
‘Danish payment’) 
Danelaw 
The part of England which King 
Alfred agreed belonged to the 
Vikings. 
Enslave 
Make someone a slave (someone 
who is owned by another person and 
has to do as they’re told) 
Monastery 
Building where monks live and 
worship their god. 
Pagan 
A term that Christian churches gave 
to religions with more than one god. 
peace treaty 
Agreement to stop fighting, which 
also tries to fix the cause of the 
conflict. 
Plunder 
Take things by force. 

Raid 
Attack by surprise, with the aim of 
stealing things. 

Vikings 
People from Scandinavia (Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark); they were 
also called ‘Norsemen’ (men of the 
North) or ‘Danes’ (people from 
Denmark) 
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The Vikings’ homeland was 

Scandinavia: an area that 

included modern Norway, 

Sweden and Denmark. The 

Vikings were adventurous 

explorers, traders, warriors and 

skilled shipbuilders. From 

Scandinavia they travelled by 

sea in their longships. 

Longships were long and 

narrow, and could travel up 

rivers as well as across the sea. 


