
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Key facts, places and dates 
 

 

YEAR 6 History- The Industrial Revolution 

VOCABULARY!  
Agricultural 
Related to farming: growing crops or 
raising animals. 
 
British Empire 
Group of countries that was taken 
over and ruled by Britain. 
 
Colonies 
Countries or areas that are ruled and 
occupied by another country. 
 
Era 
Period of time in history. 
 
Industrial Revolution 
Time of great change in Britain 
between 1760 and 1900, during 
which mass production began.  
 
Industry 
Process of making products in 
factories using machines. 
 
Mass production 
Process of making multiple products 
of the same standard. 
 
Poverty 
State of being poor; often involves a 
lack of basics such as clean water, 
food or healthcare. 
 
Sanitation 
Supply of clean water and removal of 
waste. 
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The Industrial Revolution was a time of 

technological advances that began around 

1760 and lasted until around 1900. Before 

the Industrial Revolution, most people lived 

in villages and worked on farms or made 

products in their homes. Farm work 

depended on the time of year, so many 

families struggled for money and food in the 

winter months. Before this, large amounts 

of running water were used to turn wheels 

and cogs in machinery in the small factories 

that had existed. The Industrial Revolution 

changed the ways things were made and the 

ways people lived. Instead of families and 

small businesses making things slowly by 

hand, new machines meant many items 

could be made cheaply, more quickly and all 

to the same standard. This is called mass 

production. Mass production meant lots of 

work was available in mills, factories and 

mines all year round, so people began 

moving to cities. 


