
Eynesbury Church of England Primary School                                                  Geography 

 

EYNESBURY CHURCH OF ENGLAND  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Geography Guidance  

 

 

 
Our Whole School Curriculum Vision Intent Statement 

At Eynesbury Church of England Primary School, our curriculum has been designed to ensure 

every child can ‘live life in all its fullness’ by offering stimulating and awe-inspiring learning 

experiences with Christian values at its heart. We aim to deliver a curriculum that provides 

our children with rich knowledge and skills. It gives them the opportunities to develop into 

well-rounded individuals ready for each stage in their learning journey. Our pupils leave 

Eynesbury as respectful, good citizens with good memories, a thirst for learning and life and 

all it has to offer. 
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Introduction: 

We aim to develop our children’s curiosity and interest to explore the world that we live in and its people. 
We aim to equip children with geographical skills to develop their knowledge through studying places, 
people and natural and human environments. Through our teaching, we intend to provoke thought, 
questions and to encourage children to discover answers to their own questions through exploration and 
research to enable them to gain a greater understanding and knowledge of the world and their place in 
it. Geography encourages children to learn through experience, particularly through practical and fieldwork 
activities.  We believe it is important to build a geographical curriculum that endorses the importance for 
outdoor learning to build a curiosity for learning to help them to know more, remember more and 
understand more. 
 
Curriculum Intent  
At Eynesbury C of E Primary School, we value Geography as an important part of the children’s entitlement 
to a broad and balanced curriculum. Geography provides the children with the opportunities to develop and 
extend skills and an opportunity to discover new and exciting things.  
 
Geography work at our school forms part of our termly topics and is offered to all children from Year 1 to 
Year 6. We aim to equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and 
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 
As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their 
understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 
landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks 
and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and 
change over time. 
 
The national curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 
 

➢ develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and 
marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a 
geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

➢ understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 
world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over 
time 

➢ are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
➢ collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of 

fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
➢ interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, 

and aerial photographs  
➢ Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, 

numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 
 

Curriculum Implementation 

The teaching and implementation of the Geography Curriculum at Eynesbury C of E Primary School is based 
on the National Curriculum and supported by the Pearson (active learn) scheme of work ensuring a well-
structured approach to this subject. This is supplemented in KS1 with the Rising Stars unit on Local 
Geography.  
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Early Years 
Geography is taught in reception as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate the 
geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Years curriculum which 
underpin the planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG 
objectives of developing a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as finding out about 
different places and habitats and investigating our locality. 

Key stage 1 
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should 
understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use 
geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

Locational knowledge 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 
geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country 

 Human and physical geography 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, season and weather 
• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 

shop 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

• use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional language 
[for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds 
and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment 

 
 
Key stage 2 
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Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range 
of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical 
knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region in North 
or South America 

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 
o physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
o human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

• use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 

 
Geography and Inclusion 
At our school, we teach Geography to all children, regardless of ability and individual need. This is in 
accordance with the school's curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children. 
Through our Geography teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good 
progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with 
disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and if necessary, those learning English as an additional 
language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.  
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We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning Geography. Where 
children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, e.g. fieldwork or forest school, we carry out a 
risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
 
Curriculum Impact 
At Eynesbury, children’s understanding of each taught National Curriculum objective is added on to Insight 
on a termly basis. This assessment data is reviewed on a termly basis by the subject leader, who also carries 
out regular learning walks, pupil voice, book scrutinies and lesson observations. 
 
At the end of the academic year, the class teacher will use their termly assessments to make a judgement as 
to whether each child is working towards the expected level, attaining the expected level or exceeding the 
expected level. This will be recorded on end of year reports for parents and carers.  
 
Assessment will be undertaken using the following methods:- 

• observation of pupils 

• talking with pupils 

• marking written work 

• self-assessment 

• peer assessment 

• the evaluation of discussion 
 
Children in Foundation Stage are assessed within 'Understanding of the World' and their progress is tracked 
termly. Age related expectation levels are reported to parents at the end of the reception year. 
 
Geography curriculum planning 
Our long-term and medium-term plans map out the themes covered each term for each key stage. These 
plans define what we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each 
term. Knowledge organisers are used to support the learning and teaching in geography. We use the 
Pearson (active learn) scheme to support our planning. 
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
Geography is an excellent vehicle for developing children’s learning in this area. Discussions about the use of 
the world’s resources and the impact of different events on the lives of local people deepen the children’s 
ability to understand and empathise with fellow humans across the globe. The opportunities to explore 
‘putting yourself in someone else’s shoes’ are plentiful in the study of geography and it is embraced during 
the teaching wherever possible. 
 
Ensuring continuity and progression in learning 
Whilst knowing more is an integral part of continuity and progression it is nevertheless just one element of it 
and merely sequencing subject content will not ensure on its own that our pupils become better 
geographers.  To ensure continuity and progression for all pupils the curriculum is carefully organised EYFS – 
Year 6 to ensure that our pupil’s knowledge and understanding of geography develops because: 

• Expected subject outcomes in terms of developing as a young geographer increase in complexity and 
level of challenge as detailed above and are used as the starting point for all planning of content 
delivery and learning and teaching enquiries; 

• There is increasing breadth and scale of study through the curriculum moving progressively from 
personal experiences to local, regional, national and global perspectives informed by the guidance of 
the National Curriculum; 

• The curriculum becomes progressively more complex developing from discrete facts and bodies of 
information to conceptual awareness and generalised knowledge about more abstract ideas; 
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• The mastery and application of geographical tools and skills occurs in more precise and complex 
contexts; 

• The focus of what pupils learn becomes gradually more issues based enabling them to explain links, 
patterns and processes and be more informed and mature in their thinking and self-reflection in 
terms of recognising the importance of attitudes and values about contested matters; 

 
Roles and Responsibilities 
The subject is led by the Geography Subject Leader who is responsible for reviewing standards, monitoring 
curriculum provision and ensuring training and resources are up to date. 
 
Health and Safety 
Visits and fieldwork are an essential part of the Geography Curriculum helping to develop geographical 
enquiry and skills. Children learn best when the learning environment is ordered and they feel safe, any visit 
should be well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable experience. The pupils should prepare well 
for the visit and, on their return, use the experience to good effect in the classroom. The class teacher, or 
leader, should plan the visit meticulously, with the pupils’ safety and welfare paramount. Please see the 
Policy for Educational Visits for detailed information. 
 
Resources 
We have a wide range of text books, such as atlases and interactive boards to access the internet as a class 
and there is a wide range of geographic material in the school library. People with an interest, or expertise, 
in a particular topic or area of geography could be invited into school to work with the children. These might 
be parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours or representatives of the local community. 
 
Monitoring 
Monitoring by the Geography Subject Leader, the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team takes place 
through triangulation of data, book scrutinies and lesson observations. 
 

 

 

 

 


