
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY INFORMATION AND FACTS 
 

 

YEAR 3 Science – Light 

KEY VOCABULARY  
light We can see objects because our 
eyes can sense light.  

dark Darkness is the absence of light. 

light source Some objects emit their 
own light and are sources of light, e.g. 
the sun, lightbulbs, candles. 

transparent A material that is 
completely see through so all the light 
can pass through. 

translucent A material that lets some 
light through but not all of it. 

opaque A material that light cannot 
pass through. You cannot see through 
it. 

shadow These are formed when an 
object blocks light. 

reflect When light bounces off a 
surface. 

mirror A sheet of glass or metal that 

reflects light. 
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We can investigate how 

shadows change 

throughout the day, 

depending on the 

position of the sun. 


