
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY INFORMATION AND FACTS 
 

 

YEAR 3 Science – Rocks and Soils 

KEY VOCABULARY  
Permeable/non permeable Permeable – lets 
water through Non-permeable – does not let 
water through  

Sedimentary rock Sedimentary rocks like 
sandstone or chalk are formed over millions of 
years when sediments (tiny pieces of rocks and 
organic matter) are pressed together. 

Metamorphic rock A metamorphic rock is a 
type of rock which has been changed by 
extreme heat and pressure. 

Igneous rock Igneous rock is one of the three 
kinds of rock present on Earth. It is formed 
when magma or lava from volcanoes cools; 
basalt and granite are both igneous rocks. 

Taxonomy of soils A classification index of soil 
types. 

Percolation rates This is the rate at which water 
penetrates through the soil profile 

Rock A naturally occurring material made of 
minerals. They can be different sizes:  

 stones         pebbles         boulders  

Fossil The bones or other remains of living 
things are sometimes preserved in rocks as 
fossils. 

Soil Ground up rock mixed with plant and 
animal remains. 
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