
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY INFORMATION AND FACTS 
 

 

YEAR 6 Science – Evolution and Inheritance 

KEY VOCABULARY  
evolution The way in which plants and 
animals have changed over millions of years.  

adapted Animals and plants are adapted to 
their environment. Their bodies are suited to 
the way they live. 

environment The conditions in which a living 
thing exists. 

species A group of closely related organisms 
that are very similar to each other. We are 
the human species. 

fossil The naturally preserved remains or 
traces of animals or plants that lived long 
ago. 

variation A change or small difference. 

characteristics A distinguishing trait, feature 
or quality. 

inherited The way a trait or characteristic is 
passed to offspring from parents. 

offspring A person’s child/children or an 
animal’s young. 

DNA DNA is the material that carries all the 

information about how a living thing will 

look and function. Each piece of information 

is carried on a different section of the DNA. 

These sections are called genes. 
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