
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY INFORMATION AND FACTS 
 

 

YEAR 2 Science – Uses of Everyday Materials 

KEY VOCABULARY  
material 
Materials are the substance that objects are 
made from. Examples of materials are 
metal, plastic, wood and glass. 

 
properties 
Different materials have different features, 
or properties, which make them suitable for 
different uses. 

 
suitable 
How effective a material is for a task 

transparent Completely see-through 
 
 
translucent 
Let some light through but not completely 
see-through. 
 
opaque 
Not able to be seen through. 
 

flexible 
Bends easily without breaking. 
 

rigid 
Unable to bend or be forced out of shape. 
 

absorbent 
Able to soak up liquid easily. 

reflective 
Reflects light easily. 
 

non-reflective 
Does not reflect light. 
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Changing Materials 

 

 

 

Some solid objects can be changed by 

bending, stretching, squashing or twisting the 

material. 


